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19 Best Drugstore Sunscreens for Every Single Skin Type

Turns out SPF can be v affordable.

by LAUREN BALSAMO <~ APR 25, 2022

irst the facts: Sunscreen is hands-down the most important step in your skincare routine no matter your

skin type or tone. Not only does wearing daily sunscreen keep your skin nice and glowy and ward off
signs of aging (like dark spots and wrinkles), but it's also a must for preventing skin cancer too. That's
why I've made it my personal mission to find the absolute best drugstore sunscreens out there—I'm talkin'

all the top-rated options under $40—from lightweight creams that never leave a white cast, to sunscreen sticks

and brush-on powders that are super easy to reapply. So do yourself a favor and stock up on these expert-
approved formulas ASAB, cuz remember: You need to be wearing sunscreen every damn day, so why not make it
an excellent (and affordable!) one?

If you're just here for the goods, take a peek at a few of our favorite SPFs this year:

Our top picks for the best drugstore sunscreens of 2022:
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR SENSITIVE SKIN
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Vanicream Facial Moisturizer Broad Spectrum SPF 30

$14 AT AMAZON

Read More

BEST LIGHTWEIGHT DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN

Neutrogena Invisible Daily Defense Face Serum SPF 60+

$18 AT ULTA BEAUTY

Read More

BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR BEACH AND POOL DAYS
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La Roche-Posay Anthelios Melt-In Milk Body & Face Sunscreen SPF

3 60

$25 AT AMAZON

Read More

BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR ACNE-PRONE SKIN

B N N N N N N

Differin Oil Absorbing Moisturizer SPF 30

$16 AT ULTA BEAUTY

Read More

BEST SHEER MINERAL DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN
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Cetaphil Sheer Mineral Face Liquid Sunscreen SPF 50

$12 AT AMAZON

Read More

$14 AT AMAZON

$18 AT ULTA BEAUTY

$25 AT AMAZON

$16 AT ULTA BEAUTY

$12 AT AMAZON

LOAD MORE +

Want more info? Keep scrolling for the entire list of the 19 best drugstore sunscreens, curated by myself,

dermatologist Corey L. Hartman, MD, and dermatologist Rachel Maiman, MD. Yup, we're that passionate about

sun protection, people.
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR SENSITIVE SKIN

Vanicream Facial Moisturizer Broad Spectrum SPF 30
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COURTESY IMAGE

$14 AT AMAZON

PROS

¥ IDEAL FOR DRY, SENSITIVE SKIN TYPES
¥ RECOMMENDED BY DERMS

CONS

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY THE CONSISTENCY IS A BIT THICK

Dr. Hartman loves this SPF 30 lotion from Vanicream for sensitive skin. "It's free-from potential skin irritants
like fragrance, dyes, lanolin, parabens, and formaldehydes—plus it offers moisturization and sun protection in a

non-sticky vehicle that doesn’t leave a white cast," says Dr. Hartman.
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BEST LIGHTWEIGHT DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN

Neutrogena Invisible Daily Defense Face Serum SPF 60+
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COURTESY IMAGE

$18 AT ULTA BEAUTY

PROS
¥ HAS A FAST-ABSORBING SERUM TEXTURE
CONS

X MAY NOT BE HYDRATING ENOUGH FOR CERTAIN SKIN TYPES

Even as a daily sunscreen wearer, I totally get why SPF gets a bad rap: Some formulas can be thick, chalky, and
leaves behind an annoying white cast. But this drugstore formula is here to change your mind—it has the same

texture as a face serum and is basically as lightweight as SPF gets.

BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR BEACH AND POOL DAYS
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La Roche-Posay Anthelios Melt-In Milk Body & Face Sunscreen SPF 60
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COURTESY IMAGE

‘ $25 AT AMAZON J

‘ $28 AT ULTA BEAUTY l

PROS
¥ WATERRESISTANT FOR 80 MINUTES
CONS

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY IT CAN STING EYES

Heading to the beach or pool? Don't forget to pack this water-resistant drugstore SPF 60 in your bag. "It's a

great, elegant sunscreen that goes on without any white cast," says Dr. Hartman."My favorite thing about this

product is that it goes from face to body effortlessly and seamlessly with no buildup."

BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR ACNE-PRONE SKIN

Differin Oil Absorbing Moisturizer SPF 30
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COURTESY IMAGE

$16 AT ULTA BEAUTY

PROS

¥ WON'T CLOG PORES OR CONTRIBUTE TO BREAKOUTS
¥ SOAKS INTO SKIN QUICKLY WITHOUT ANY RESIUDE

CONS

X NOT SUITABLE FOR ACNE-PRONE SKIN THAT'S DRY OR DEHYDRATED

Even though the majority of sunscreens can irritate acne-prone skin (see: clogged pores and more zits and

breakouts), this drugstore formula is a safe bet. The SPF 30 lotion is lightweight, likely won't clog pores, and
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absorbs excess oil to leave your skin with a matte finish.

BEST SHEER MINERAL DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN

Cetaphil Sheer Mineral Face Liquid Sunscreen SPF 50
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COURTESY IMAGE

PROS
@ SAFE FOR ALL SKIN TYPES, INCLUDING SENSITIVE
CONS

X NEEDS TO BE LAYERED OVER A MOISTURIZER

NOW 14% OFF

$12 AT AMAZON

$29 AT WALMART
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"This is a great zinc-based mineral sunscreen that's safe for all skin types," says Dr. Maiman. "The ultra-

lightweight formula blends in translucent (a big problem faced by a lot of mineral formulations!) and dries to

a hydrating, yet matte finish that's ideal for application under makeup thanks to the moisturizing properties of

vitamin E."

BEST TINTED ALL-NATURAL DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN

Babo Botanicals Daily Sheer Fluid Tinted Mineral Sunscreen SPF 50
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COURTESY IMAGE

$20 AT
BABOBOTANICALS.COM

PROS

¥ HAS A SHEER, GLOW-BOOSTING TINT

CONS

X CAN STAIN CLOTHES

Don't feel like wearing makeup over your sunscreen? This tinted sunscreen from clean drugstore brand Babo

Botanicals offers SPF 50 protection, contains antioxidant-rich ingredients, and a sheer, tinted finish that looks

great on its own. It's non-drying too, so no need to worry about any caking or pilling.


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.babobotanicals.com%2Fproducts%2Fdaily-sheer-fluid-spf50-tinted-sunscreen%3F&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C13cc70c9-092a-4a1d-a203-8031dd73f887%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Cf3eeca64-1c91-4aee-8fb1-a3f36cf59195
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g36559905/best-tinted-sunscreen/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.babobotanicals.com%2Fproducts%2Fdaily-sheer-fluid-spf50-tinted-sunscreen%3F&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C13cc70c9-092a-4a1d-a203-8031dd73f887%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Cf3eeca64-1c91-4aee-8fb1-a3f36cf59195

BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR OUTDOOR WORKOUTS

Blue Lizard Sport Mineral Sunscreen SPF 30+


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07NVTM562?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale

COURTESY IMAGE

NOW 24% OFF

‘ $11 AT AMAZON

$14 AT BED BATH AND
BEYOND

PROS
¥ SWEATRESISTANT FORMULA IS GOOD FOR WORKOUTS
CONS

X CAN LEAVE BEHIND A WHITE CAST ON CERTAIN SKIN TONES

I swear by this drugstore sunscreen for trail runs, bike rides, and outdoor HIIT classes. The lightweight lotion

protects skin with zinc-based SPF 30, is water and sweat resistant for up to 80 minutes, and the super gentle

formula never stings eyes or irritates skin.

BEST ALL-NATURAL DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN

Burt's Bees Renewal Firming Day Lotion SPF 30


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07NVTM562?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=12&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bedbathandbeyond.com%2Fstore%2Fproduct%2Fblue-lizard-3-fl-oz-sport-spf-30-fragrance-free-australian-sunscreen%2F5175958%3FskuId%3D20184339%26mcid%3DOS_googlepla&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7Cbc25f7a5-ae6f-42eb-b1ad-6360ecd4bd38%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Ca76201fc-edfa-4776-9226-4828a092fe0e
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/g38923554/best-waterproof-sunscreens/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07NVTM562?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fip%2F710830754%3Fselected%3Dtrue&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7Ccb797d4f-41a1-439c-93f9-5cfbfe943213%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C905b0306-45b8-4cf7-8b3f-0d42445ccb85

COURTESY IMAGE



https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fip%2F710830754%3Fselected%3Dtrue&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7Ccb797d4f-41a1-439c-93f9-5cfbfe943213%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C905b0306-45b8-4cf7-8b3f-0d42445ccb85

‘ $15 AT WALMART

$20 AT BED BATH AND
BEYOND

PROS

¥ MADE WITH PLANT-BASED INGREDIENTS
¥ HAS ANTI-AGING BENEFITS

CONS

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY IT CAN PILL UNDER MAKEUP

Think of this bottle as your sunscreen, moisturizer, and anti-ager all in one. With plumping ingredients like
watermelon extract, apple extract, and hyaluronic acid, it works to firm and protect your skin, leaving your

fine lines lookin' softer and smoother. And the clean formula is made with 99.9 natural ingredients—so green

beauty fans will love it too.

BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR DRY SKIN

Aveeno Protect + Hydrate Sunscreen SPF 60


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fip%2F710830754%3Fselected%3Dtrue&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7Ccb797d4f-41a1-439c-93f9-5cfbfe943213%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C905b0306-45b8-4cf7-8b3f-0d42445ccb85
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=12&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bedbathandbeyond.com%2Fstore%2Fproduct%2Fburt-39-s-bees-firming-broad-spectrum-spf-30-day-lotion%2F5570556%3FskuId%3D20627508%26mcid%3DOS_googlepla&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7Ccb797d4f-41a1-439c-93f9-5cfbfe943213%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Ca76201fc-edfa-4776-9226-4828a092fe0e
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g20965310/natural-organic-sunscreen-brands/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08L8C6XCY?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale



https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08L8C6XCY?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale

COURTESY IMAGE

NOW 17% OFF

‘ $9 AT AMAZON }

‘ $9 AT WALMART }

PROS
¥ THE WATER-RESISTANT FORMULA IS GOOD FOR SUMMER WEATHER
CONS

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY IT STINGS EYES

Ideal for dry skin types, this drugstore sunscreen moisturizes skin as well as it protects from harmful UVA
and UVB rays. Smooth the creamy formula on your face as the last step in your skincare routine for all-day

hydration and ample sun protection (thank you, oat extract and SPF 60).
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN WITH ANTIOXIDANTS

La Roche-Posay Anthelios 50 Mineral Ultra-Light Sunscreen


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08L8C6XCY?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=12&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fip%2FAveeno-Protect-Hydrate-Face-Sunscreen-Lotion-with-SPF-60-2-fl-oz%2F964869237&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C1db2542a-352b-483d-9413-2b23210d0540%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C4dfc11c9-fba3-40b1-bb24-40a975aa6e53
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08L8C6XCY?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dermstore.com%2Fla-roche-posay-anthelios-mineral-ultra-light-sunscreen-fluid-spf-50%2F11288507.html&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C43f0e328-9ed1-4eb0-ae5b-aa3b41af72b2%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C672358b6-5d21-4d6d-b811-e848b78cb36e

COURTESY IMAGE

$33 AT DERMSTORE

PROS
@ IT'S INFUSED WITH ANTIOXIDANTS FOR ADDED SKIN BENEFITS
CONS

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY IT CAN LEAVE SKIN LOOKING ASHY

Another gem from La Roche-Posay, this mineral sunscreen is a favorite of Dr. Maiman for it's sheer, lightweight
texture and added skin protection benefits thanks to antioxidants. "It is formulated with La Roche-Posay's
patented Cell-Ox Shield technology, a powerful antioxidant complex to help protect skin from free radicals
caused by UV rays," says Dr. Maiman


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dermstore.com%2Fla-roche-posay-anthelios-mineral-ultra-light-sunscreen-fluid-spf-50%2F11288507.html&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C43f0e328-9ed1-4eb0-ae5b-aa3b41af72b2%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C672358b6-5d21-4d6d-b811-e848b78cb36e
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g32474106/best-antioxidant-serum/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dermstore.com%2Fla-roche-posay-anthelios-mineral-ultra-light-sunscreen-fluid-spf-50%2F11288507.html&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C43f0e328-9ed1-4eb0-ae5b-aa3b41af72b2%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C672358b6-5d21-4d6d-b811-e848b78cb36e
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BEST DRUGSTORE POWDER SUNSCREEN

Hawaiian Tropic Mineral Translucent Sunscreen Powder


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoto.target.com%2Fc%2F3006986%2F81938%2F2092%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.target.com%252Fp%252Fhawaiian-tropic-mineral-skin-nourishing-sunscreen-powder-brush-spf-30-0-15oz%252F-%252FA-83952651%26subId1%3Dcos%26subId3%3Dxid%3Afr1651173714862qkt&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C10017499-dfdd-4b49-852e-d900f58168d8%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C86ecb1a2-67eb-4987-9081-40124d903850

COURTESY IMAGE

$17 AT TARGET

PROS
¥ GREAT FOR REAPPLYING OVER MAKEUP
CONS

X NEEDS TO BE LAYERED OVER A REGULAR SPF

One of the most frustrating parts of wearing sunscreen is that you need to reapply it every two hours. That's why

this drugstore powder sunscreen with zinc oxide is so convenient—you can quickly brush it on over your

makeup throughout the day to make sure you're getting continuous protection. Just throw this one in your bag

and never look back.
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https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoto.target.com%2Fc%2F3006986%2F81938%2F2092%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.target.com%252Fp%252Fhawaiian-tropic-mineral-skin-nourishing-sunscreen-powder-brush-spf-30-0-15oz%252F-%252FA-83952651%26subId1%3Dcos%26subId3%3Dxid%3Afr1651173714862qkt&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C10017499-dfdd-4b49-852e-d900f58168d8%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C86ecb1a2-67eb-4987-9081-40124d903850
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g30831822/best-zinc-sunscreens/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgoto.target.com%2Fc%2F3006986%2F81938%2F2092%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.target.com%252Fp%252Fhawaiian-tropic-mineral-skin-nourishing-sunscreen-powder-brush-spf-30-0-15oz%252F-%252FA-83952651%26subId1%3Dcos%26subId3%3Dxid%3Afr1651173714862qkt&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C10017499-dfdd-4b49-852e-d900f58168d8%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C86ecb1a2-67eb-4987-9081-40124d903850

BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR LIPS

Aquaphor Lip Repair Lip Balm with Sunscreen SPF 30


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B008SQSBJK?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale

COURTESY IMAGE

NOW 25% OFF

$3 AT AMAZON

PROS
¥ FREE-FROM FRAGRANCE AND PARABENS (IF YOU'RE NOT A FAN])
CONS

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY IT HAS A BAD TASTE

Yup, your lips need UV-ray protection too. So rather than layering on your thick body or face SPF (no, thanks),

try out this lip balm with sunscreen. The drugstore formula protects with SPF 30 and is super moisturizing too.
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR DRY SKIN

Olay Regenerist Mineral Sunscreen Hydrating Moisturizer SPF 30


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B008SQSBJK?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g32210227/best-lip-balm-with-spf/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B008SQSBJK?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fp%2Fregenerist-mineral-sunscreen-hydrating-moisturizer-spf-30-pimprod2018843&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C45a4723d-ea4e-4ff3-8834-442ce6141d83%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Caac627d6-7d8a-4b2e-b78a-6f4d0dc38ce8

COURTESY IMAGE

$40 AT ULTA BEAUTY

PROS
¥ LEAVES BEHIND NO WHITE CAST
CONS

X ON THE PRICEY SIDE FOR A DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN

A creamy, hydrating SPF is pretty much nonnegotiable when it comes to sunscreen for dry skin. Enter: this best-
selling drugstore formula that's got vitamin B3 (aka niacinamide) and peptides to help plump and moisturize

your skin every time you layer it on.


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fp%2Fregenerist-mineral-sunscreen-hydrating-moisturizer-spf-30-pimprod2018843&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C45a4723d-ea4e-4ff3-8834-442ce6141d83%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Caac627d6-7d8a-4b2e-b78a-6f4d0dc38ce8
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g39184990/best-peptide-skin-care-products/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fp%2Fregenerist-mineral-sunscreen-hydrating-moisturizer-spf-30-pimprod2018843&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C45a4723d-ea4e-4ff3-8834-442ce6141d83%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Caac627d6-7d8a-4b2e-b78a-6f4d0dc38ce8
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN STICK

Cetaphil Sheer Mineral Sunscreen Stick SPF 50


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HJM5ZN4?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale

COURTESY IMAGE

PROS

@ TRAVEL-FRIENDLY STICK PACKAGING
¥ SUITABLE FOR SENSITIVE SKIN

CONS

X STICK FORMAT IS TOO SMALL FOR FULL-BODY APPLICATION

NOW 17% OFF

$8 AT AMAZON

$8 AT WALMART



https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HJM5ZN4?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=12&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fip%2FCetaphil-Sheer-Mineral-Sunscreen-Stick-SPF-50%2F278669272&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C6154996d-051e-4e89-a62b-70b10d631313%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C4dfc11c9-fba3-40b1-bb24-40a975aa6e53
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08HJM5ZN4?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|sale

Stick sunscreens are clutch for quick, mess-free sunscreen application—and this one from Cetaphil is a derm-
favorite. You won't find any fragrances, parabens, or known irritants in its formula—just gentle mineral

blockers, soothing vitamin E, and water resistant coverage.
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR OILY SKIN

CeraVe Ultra-Light Face Moisturizing Lotion SPF 30


https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/a27609307/vitamin-e-for-skin-benefits-products/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fultra-light-moisturizing-lotion-spf-30-normal-oily-skin%3FproductId%3DxlsImpprod17162943&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C33b082d1-9eb4-4017-9d4c-f8aa46422dec%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Cc55389da-9a56-440b-9132-154851d16900

COURTESY IMAGE

$18 AT ULTA BEAUTY

PROS
¥ HAS A FAST-ABSORBING, LIGHTWEIGHT TEXTURE
CONS

X REVIEWERS SAY THE PLASTIC CAP IS PRONE TO CRACKING

I get it: Slathering a thick-ass layer of sunscreen on your already oily skin is basically the worst. You don't have
to worry about any greasy or heavy residues with this SPF 30 though, thanks to the fact that it's ultra
lightweight and spiked with lightweight hydrators like ceramides and hyaluronic acid.


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fultra-light-moisturizing-lotion-spf-30-normal-oily-skin%3FproductId%3DxlsImpprod17162943&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C33b082d1-9eb4-4017-9d4c-f8aa46422dec%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Cc55389da-9a56-440b-9132-154851d16900
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g25858453/sunscreen-for-oily-skin/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fultra-light-moisturizing-lotion-spf-30-normal-oily-skin%3FproductId%3DxlsImpprod17162943&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C33b082d1-9eb4-4017-9d4c-f8aa46422dec%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Cc55389da-9a56-440b-9132-154851d16900
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BEST DRUGSTORE SCALP SUNSCREEN

Sun Bum Sunscreen Scalp Spray SPF 30


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fp%2Fsunscreen-scalp-spray-spf-30-pimprod2011917&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C84d73828-d433-4883-8a30-43e48d47b42e%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C740292f0-2d68-4b2e-9113-793ba6ce6c3a

COURTESY IMAGE

$15 AT ULTA BEAUTY

PROS
¥ HAS AN ECO-FRIENDLY NON-AEROSOL NOZZLE
CONS

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY IT CAN MAKE HAIR FEEL GREASY

PSA: You need to be protecting your hair and scalp with sunscreen too (!!) and this drugstore spray makes it v

easy to do so. Just lightly mist it through your scalp and hair and the formula's SPF 30 will protect from

sunburns and hair-color fading (without, ya know, leaving your hair sticky or greasy).
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR HYPERPIGMENTATION

Bolden Brightening Moisturizer SPF 30


https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fp%2Fsunscreen-scalp-spray-spf-30-pimprod2011917&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C84d73828-d433-4883-8a30-43e48d47b42e%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C740292f0-2d68-4b2e-9113-793ba6ce6c3a
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g32129046/best-scalp-sunscreen/
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ulta.com%2Fp%2Fsunscreen-scalp-spray-spf-30-pimprod2011917&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xs=1&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7C84d73828-d433-4883-8a30-43e48d47b42e%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C740292f0-2d68-4b2e-9113-793ba6ce6c3a
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07FK86JBM?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|

COURTESY IMAGE

$28 AT AMAZON

PROS

@ DRIES TO A CLEAR FINISH WITH NO WHITE CAST

CONS


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07FK86JBM?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07FK86JBM?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|

X SOME REVIEWERS SAY IT CAN IRRITATE SENSITIVE SKIN TYPES

A combo of SPF 30, moisturizing squalane, and brightening vitamin C come together in this sunscreen to fade
existing dark spots and marks *and* prevent new ones from forming in the future. It has a lightweight texture

and dries to a totally clear finish so it's suitable for all skin tones.
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN SPRAY

Banana Boat Ultra Sport Reef Friendly Sunscreen Spray


https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g12091058/best-vitamin-c-serum-face-skin/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00B2FXOX2?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|

COURTESY IMAGE

$8 AT AMAZON

$8 AT WALMART

$10 AT BED BATH AND
BEYOND

PROS
¥ WATERRESISTANT FOR 80 MINUTES
CONS

X CONTAINS MINERAL OIL AND SYNTHETIC FRAGRANCE

There's a reason this drugstore sunscreen has remained a best-seller for so many years. The spray-on formula
makes it v easy to apply (especially when you're at the beach) and since it's sweat- and water-resistant, you don't

need to worry about it sliding off your skin when you jump in the water.


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00B2FXOX2?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=12&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fip%2FBanana-Boat-Ultra-Sport-Clear-Sunscreen-Spray-SPF-50-6-oz%2F23888964&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7Cba1ad6b2-d716-4337-9696-ab93f1ca09c5%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7C4dfc11c9-fba3-40b1-bb24-40a975aa6e53
https://go.redirectingat.com/?id=74968X1525071&xs=12&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bedbathandbeyond.com%2Fstore%2Fproduct%2Fbanana-boat-6-oz-ultra-sport-sunscreen-spray-spf-50%2F5631267%3FskuId%3D20093143%26mcid%3DOS_googlepla&sref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cosmopolitan.com%2Fstyle-beauty%2Fbeauty%2Fg35863427%2Fbest-drugstore-sunscreens%2F&xcust=%5Butm_source%7C%5Butm_campaign%7C%5Butm_medium%7C%5Bgclid%7C%5Bmsclkid%7C%5Bfbclid%7C%5Brefdomain%7C%5Bcontent_id%7C63c1074c-e7d3-464a-b409-3ef463114e97%5Bcontent_product_id%7Cba1ad6b2-d716-4337-9696-ab93f1ca09c5%5Bproduct_retailer_id%7Ca76201fc-edfa-4776-9226-4828a092fe0e
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00B2FXOX2?linkCode=ogi&tag=cosmopolitan_auto-append-20&ascsubtag=[artid|10049.g.35863427[src|[ch|[lt|
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BEST DRUGSTORE SUNSCREEN FOR DULL SKIN

L'Oréal Paris Revitalift Triple Power Day Lotion SPF 30


https://www.lorealparisusa.com/products/skin-care/products/face/revitalift-triple-power-day-lotion-spf-30.aspx

COURTESY IMAGE

$25 AT L'OREAL

PROS
¥ HAS SMOOTHING AND BRIGHTENING BENEFITS
CONS

X CONTAINS SYNTHETIC FRAGRANCE

A combination of pro-retinol, vitamin C, and hyaluronic acid all come together in this drugstore sunscreen that
helps firm, hydrate, and brighten your skin. Smooth it over your face as the last step in your morning skincare

routine and you'll def love the soft texture it leaves behind.
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How to choose a drugstore sunscreen:

Opt for a formula with SPF 30 or more


https://www.lorealparisusa.com/products/skin-care/products/face/revitalift-triple-power-day-lotion-spf-30.aspx
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g25837230/retinol-face-cream/
https://www.lorealparisusa.com/products/skin-care/products/face/revitalift-triple-power-day-lotion-spf-30.aspx

Whatever type of drugstore sunscreen you choose, it should have a sun protection factor (SPF) of 30 or more,
says Dr. Maiman. Sunscreen with SPF 30 blocks 97 percent of the sun's rays, and those SPF 50+ block
slightly more.

"People rarely apply the same amount of sunscreen that's used in studies that generate SPF ratings, so there can
be an advantage to selecting a sunscreen with an SPF of 50+ over one with an SPF of 30," says Dr. Maiman. "The

former will probably result in a true SPF of closer to 30, whereas the latter may be producing an SPF closer to
15."

Know that water-resistant doesn't equal waterproof

Not sunscreen is fully waterproof or sweat-proof, and manufacturers are not allowed to claim that they are,

says Dr. Hartman. "If a product’s front label makes claims of being water resistant, it must specify whether it lasts

for 40 minutes or 80 minutes while swimming or sweating." After the 40 or 80 minute mark, you'll have to
reapply.

Look for "broad-spectrum" on the label

Choosing a sunscreen with “broad spectrum” on the label is key for getting adequate sun protection, says Dr.
Maiman. Sunscreens with this label protect against both UVA (they're primarily responsible for skin aging)
*and* UVB rays (the the rays that give your skin a sun burn).
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https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/a8977017/best-waterproof-makeup-products/
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/advice/a28669/how-to-treat-a-sunburn/

Meet the experts:

e Corey L. Hartman, MD, is a board-certified dermatologist and founder and medical director of Skin

Wellness Dermatology in Birmingham, AL. He is currently on the board of directors of the Skin of Color

Society.

e Rachel Maiman, MD, is a board-certified dermatologist at Marmur Medical in New York, NY and a

clinical instructor at Mount Sinai hospital.
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Why trust Cosmopolitan?

Lauren Balsamo is the deputy beauty director at Cosmopolitan with eight years of experience researching,

writing, and editing skincare stories that range from the laser skin tightening to the best sunscreens for sensitive

skin. She’s an authority in all skincare categories, but is an expert when it comes to face and body sunscreens for

all skin types and conditions—including hyperpigmentation and acne—thanks to years of dealing with her own
stubborn melasma and breakouts. She regularly tests and analyzes sunscreens for efficacy, while working with

the industry’s top dermatologists and estheticians to assess new formulas and brands.

LAUREN BALSAMO deputy beauty director

Lauren Balsamo is deputy beauty director at Cosmopolitan, where she writes, edits, and produces all types of beauty content—from product reviews to personal essays and trend
reports.

watch next
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https://www.instagram.com/dr.coreyhartman/?hl=en
https://skinwellness.com/
https://skinofcolorsociety.org/about-socs/board-of-directors/
https://www.instagram.com/derm.dr.rachel/?hl=en
https://marmurmedical.com/
https://www.mountsinai.org/profiles/rachel-e-maiman
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/a38202539/laser-skin-tightening-treatment/
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/g26015502/sunscreen-for-sensitive-skin/
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/beauty/a33421857/melasma-treatment/
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/author/1367/lauren-balsamo/

